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“Stumbling blocks” (in German, Stolpersteine) are unobtrusive reminders of the Nazi past.
These small squares of concrete (about 4 x 4 inches), covered with a thin brass plate, are embedded in
the sidewalks of Berlin and hundreds of other German cities, as well as locations in other European
countries. Each of these stones bears a simple inscription giving the name of an individual victim of the
Nazi dictatorship who lived in the house or building in front of which the stone has been set as well as
details about this individual’s fate. Most of the victims are Jewish but these stones also draw attention to
the fate of Sinti and Roma, gay men and women, mentally or physically handicapped people, Jehovah’s
witnesses, political opponents of the Nazis, and German soldiers who deserted at the end of the war.
These “stumbling blocks” are the result of a project started by a Cologne artist, Gunter Demnig, in the
1990s. Demnig wanted to bring the Nazi past out of the museum into the neighborhood and into the
everyday lives of Germans and other Europeans. He thought the stones would encourage ordinary
citizens to realize that Nazi persecution and terror had begun on their very doorsteps. By “stumbling” over
the Nazi past of their own hometowns (metaphorically, not literally; the stones are actually not raised
above the level of the surrounding pavement), ordinary citizens would be challenged to think about what it
meant to live where victims of the Nazis had once also gone about their everyday lives. Inscriptions are
short and can be brutal; one in Berlin reads “Paula Davidsohn (maiden name Katz) lived here. Born in
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1905. Deported to Theresienstadt 1943. Murdered in Auschwitz.”
Demnig’s project asks Germans to take an active role in the reconstruction of the Nazi past of their own
cities and localities. Demnig sets stumbling stones in the pavement only on the invitation of local
organizations or groups of citizens who have developed an interest in his project and who have
researched the histories of the victims who are to be remembered with these stones. Placing these
stumbling stones has sometimes provoked controversy. Some homeowners argue that a stone in front of
their property may lower its value, a few city governments have refused to give the necessary permission,
and some Jews have questioned whether stepping on the names of the victims is an appropriate way to
remember them. Yet, Demnig’s project is constantly expanding.  In a recent YouTube clip, Demnig claims
to have now set more than 23,000 stones in over 500 German communities. “Stumbling Blocks” has also
become a European project; examples of this “decentralized monument” can now be found not only in
Germany, but also in Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway,
Poland and Ukraine.
Compare the stumbling blocks to other Holocaust memorials:
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Stumbling block commemorating Alfred Wilhelm Algner
James Steakley, via Wikimedia Commons
Students cleaning the stumbling blocks
Sigismund von Dobschütz, via Wikimedia Commons
March 16, 2020
Ayka (Dir: Sergei Dvortsevoy, 2018)
October 02, 2019
A (Queer) Rebel Wife In Texas
March 11, 2020
Gunter Demnig's "Stumbling Blocks" - Not Even Past
https://notevenpast.org/gunter-demnigs-stumbling-blocks/[5/26/2020 9:29:02 AM]
19th century 20th Century 
African American History american history Asia 
Asia & Middle East book review Brazil British Empire 
China Civil War Cold War Colonialism communism 
cultural history digital history Early Modern Europe 
Europe film gender history History of Science 
immigration India Islam Latin America 
Latin American History Mexico Not Even Past 
Public History race religion Russia slavery Texas 
Texas History Texas History Day Transnational 
Twentieth Century History United States 
US History USSR Womens History 
world history World War II
NOT EVEN PAST is produced by
The Department of History
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 




All content © 2010-present NOT EVEN PAST and the authors,
unless otherwise noted
Sign up to receive bi-weekly email updates
Posted September 1, 2011
More 1900s, 2000s, Blog, Discover, Europe, Memory
BOOKS FILMS & MEDIA THE PUBLIC HISTORIAN BLOG TEXAS
